ATTACHMENT 1 - GENERAL FUNDING CRITERIA
PURPOSE
The Great Lakes Sustainability Fund (GLSF) assists with the remediation and eventual delisting of Canada's remaining 14 Areas of Concern (AOCs).  The GLSF supports the implementation of remedial programs and techniques to restore water quality and other AOC beneficial uses by working with other government and non-government stakeholders.

BACKGROUND

The 2012 Canada-United States Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) http://ec.gc.ca/Publications/default.asp?lang=En&xml=099FE8F3-9F02-499B-B684-EF06A8F658B3 commits both countries to restore Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs) in AOCs within the Great Lakes Basin.  The purpose of this Agreement is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical and biological integrity of the waters of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.  
The Canada – Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health https://ec.gc.ca/lcpe-cepa/default.asp?lang=En&n=E9A42FF1-1 which came into force on  December 18, 2014, establishes how Canada and Ontario will work together to restore and protect the Great Lakes.  Annex 4 to the agreement establishes the goals, results and commitments of Canada and Ontario towards the restoration of the remaining 14 Canadian AOCs. 

The Great Lakes Sustainability Fund, a component of the Government of Canada’s Great Lakes Action Plan, helps to fulfill Canada’s commitments under the GLWQA and the renewed COA.

CRITERIA BY WHICH A PROPOSED PROJECT WILL BE CONSIDERED INCLUDE:
 The extent to which the project advances the completion of implementation actions toward the delisting of AOCs. 

 The contribution that the project makes toward achieving BUI restoration/delisting targets.

 The extent to which the project contributes to COA goals, results and commitments for AOCs.
 If it is a recommended action in the RAP Implementation Work Plan/Stage 2 report. 

 Whether it meets the one-third GLSF funding requirement. GLSF may contribute up to 1/3 of the total project value (cash and in-kind).  

 If firm partner commitment is in place.
 If input has been received from Remedial Action Plan Implementation Team members.
 Whether there are links to other restoration/monitoring projects in the AOC.
 If the proponent has had prior experience in successfully implementing similar projects.
 Whether the project is viable/sustainable in the long term. 
 If a monitoring plan to address the environmental performance of the project is included. 
 Whether there are innovative approaches that could accelerate achievement of delisting. 
 Whether this project could benefit other AOCs. 
Note: The Great Lakes Sustainability Fund does not support funding for capital or operating costs of municipal infrastructure or capital funding for land acquisition. 
