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A  Message from the Detroit  
River Canadian Cleanup (DRCC) 
Public Advisory Council (PAC)

The Detroit River always makes headlines. Bald 
eagles, sturgeon, beavers and fish species not seen 
since the 1920s continue to thrive. Site testing 
on both sides of the river indicate water quality 
improvement.

PAC continues its lobbying efforts on behalf of the 
proposed Ojibway National Urban Park (ONUP). 
Mike Fisher, President of the Friends of Ojibway 
Prairie (FOOP)and authorized spokesperson 
representing non-government organizations 
updates progress regularly. PAC sent letters to 
Mayor Dilkens, local Windsor MPs Gill and Borelli 
and provincial MPs Gretzky and Dowie urging all 
parties to get together to purchase up for sale 
Windsor Raceway lands to add to the ONUP.

PAC continues to follow the battle between 
the State of Michigan, the US Government and 
Enbridge which seeks to build a new pipeline 
under the Straits of Mackinac. According to 
environmental and Indigenous groups this pipeline 
presents a spill danger. A rupture would seriously 
contaminate all downstream water including the 
Detroit River.

The DRCC and PAC continue to liaise with our 
counterparts on the Michigan side such as Friends 
of Detroit River. A cleaner Detroit River knows no 
international boundaries.

Special thanks to member groups and individuals 
who attend our meetings and the staff, RAP 
Coordinator Madison Dugdale and long serving 
assistant Gina Pannunzio.

Respectfully, Tom Henderson, DRCC PAC Chair
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Impaired

Not Impaired

Overview of Beneficial Uses

Detroit River Canadian Cleanup

Under the 1987 Amendment to the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, 14 “beneficial uses” were identified 
and used to establish 43 Areas of Concern (AOCs) within the Great Lakes. These beneficial uses generally include 
recreational, ecological, and economic benefits that come from a healthy aquatic environment. When the quality 
of the aquatic environment is degraded and cannot support the intended beneficial use due to local sources 
of pollution, they are designated as impaired and cleanup actions are identified to restore the beneficial use. 
To date, the DRCC has successfully restored 11 beneficial uses to a not impaired status and as of March 2026, 
there are three beneficial use impairments (BUIs) remaining.  This annual report provides an update on progress 
toward restoring the beneficial uses.   

From its role in facilitating the industrialization of Windsor and Detroit to the Great Lakes Water Quality 
Agreement and its designation as an Area of Concern, the Detroit River has a rich and vibrant story to tell. The 
Detroit River has served an important role in the history of the Windsor-Detroit area and is one of the busiest 
waterways in the world; connecting Lakes Superior, Michigan, and Huron to the St. Lawrence Seaway. The 
River is designated an American Heritage River and a Canadian Heritage River, the only river to have this dual 
designation.

When the Windsor-Detroit area underwent rapid industrialization at the turn of the 20th century, the Detroit 
River became notoriously polluted. These environmental issues have been identified as being related to, or the 
cause of, the impairment of several beneficial uses. The 1970s and 1980s saw the development of a massive 
conservation effort aimed at cleaning up the Detroit River.

The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) between Canada and the United States, first signed in 1972, 
commits both countries to protect and restore the Great Lakes Ecosystem. The Detroit River Canadian Cleanup 
implements the Remedial Action Plan on behalf of a community-based partnership between the government 
(federal, provincial, municipal), local industries, researchers, environmental organizations, and citizens working 
together to protect, restore, and enhance the Detroit River ecosystem.  

They are: 

BUI#1 - Restricitions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption 

BUI#3 - Degraded Fish and Wildlife Populations                                                

BUI#14 - Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat



In the 2010 Stage II Report, the Bird or Animal Deformities or Reproduction Problems (BUI #5) remained designated 
as impaired, based on evidence of reproductive effects in wildlife, including reduced hatching success, egg viability, 
nest productivity, and elevated concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and mercury. To address concerns 
related to contaminant-associated reproductive toxicity in wildlife within the Detroit River AOC, the Stage II Report 
established specific delisting criteria and required actions for the Canadian portion of the AOC.

The delisting criteria specify that this BUI may be considered not impaired when:

Incidence rates of reproductive problems in sentinel bird and animal species do not exceed background levels 
observed at suitable reference sites elsewhere in the Great Lakes basin or at appropriate inland control 
locations for a minimum of three years; andscientifically defensible wildlife bioassays of indicator species 
demonstrate no reproductive impairment and no significant toxicity resulting from water, sediment, or 
bioaccumulated contaminants.

Since 2008, five studies examining six sentinel species 
have been completed, including Northern Leopard 
Frogs, Black crowned night herons, Snapping Turtles, 
Double crested cormorants, Herring Gulls, and Tree 
Swallows. Overall, these studies provide little evidence of 
contaminant-induced reproductive impairment in wildlife 
within the AOC.

Reproductive endpoints were evaluated against 
established delisting criteria or environmental targets 
for this BUI. Laboratory studies were conducted 
under controlled incubation conditions to assess 
whether intrinsic factors, such as contaminant 
exposure, contributed to early embryonic mortality. 
Complementary field studies evaluated reproductive 
success in natural settings, where additional stressors 
may influence outcomes. Reproductive measures were 
compared with background levels at reference sites 
to determine the potential influence of AOC localized 
effects. In addition, concentrations of legacy contaminants, including PCBs and mercury, were measured in wildlife 
tissues and evaluated against threshold levels known to be associated with reproductive impairment. Collectively, 
the results indicate that exposure to legacy contaminants from local sources within the AOC is not occurring at levels 
sufficient to adversely affect wildlife reproduction.

Based on the weight of evidence, the DRCC recommended that the status of the Bird or Animal Deformities or 
Reproduction Problems BUI be changed from impaired to not impaired in March 2025. This recommendation was 
accepted, and BUI #5 was formally redesignated as not impaired in June 2025.

This redesignation represents a significant milestone in the continued recovery of the Detroit River AOC. The DRCC 
acknowledges and thanks the partners involved in the scientific field studies, review, and supporting the engagement 
process.

Bird or Animal Deformities or  
Reproductive Problems (BUI #5)





Updates on Remaining  
Impaired Beneficial Uses 

Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption 
(Impaired for fish only-BUI #1) 

Using a four-tiered assessment framework, the status of BUI #1 – Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife 
Consumption was evaluated for the Detroit River AOC. In 2025, the assessment results supporting a not 
impaired status were presented to the DRCC Monitoring and Research Work Group, as well as the Steering 
and Implementation Committee. Following their agreement, public and Indigenous engagement activities 
commenced in early 2026. As part of this process, the DRCC hosted a public open house at the Ojibway 
Nature Centre on March 26, 2026, to share the assessment findings, answer questions, and report to 

gather feedback from community members. The public consultation period concluded in April 2026. All input received will be 
compiled and reviewed. Revisions to the report will be made, as appropriate, to reflect the feedback received. The DRCC will 
then advance the report through the remaining steps of the redesignation process, culminating in a decision on the status 
recommendation. 

Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption for the Detroit River are currently designated as impaired for fish, with fish 
consumption advisories in place due to elevated concentrations of mercury and PCBs. Researchers from the Great Lakes 
Institute for Environmental Research (GLIER) at the University of Windsor completed a comprehensive assessment of this 
beneficial use. The evaluation applied the established delisting criterion, which states that the BUI may be considered not 
impaired when fish consumption advisories for indicator species—such as walleye, brown bullhead, smallmouth bass,  
and largemouth bass—for sensitive populations within the AOC are comparable to those in upstream and downstream non-
AOC Great Lakes reference areas, and where advisories are attributable to contaminants from locally controllable sources.

The assessment employed a four-tier hierarchical framework, with each tier allowing for an impaired or unimpaired 
determination based on the available evidence. Tier 1 evaluated the presence and severity of fish consumption restrictions 
within the AOC, including whether advisories exceeded benchmark levels of 8 allowable meals per month. Tier 2 compared 
the degree of restrictiveness of fish consumption advisories in the AOC to those at multiple reference locations. Tier 3 
examined multiple lines of evidence to determine whether historical mitigation and restoration actions within the AOC have 
contributed to observed improvements in fish consumption advisories over time. Tier 4 was incorporated to provide an 
additional line of evidence focused on long-term contaminant recovery trends and to assess whether further local restoration 
actions are needed to achieve additional reductions in fish consumption advisories within the AOC.



Fish Consumption Survey
The DRCC initiated an online and in person fish consumption survey in July 2019. The purpose of this survey was to collect 
information from individuals who consume fish from the Canadian side of the Detroit River to understand Detroit River 
fish consumption behavior. This survey targeted both shoreline and offshore fishers through online surveys and in-person 
interviews on the shore or at marinas. The survey was also designed to examine whether and how often people eat specified 
indicator species.
  
This information provided the DRCC with insight into whether people are eating more of the indicator species than 
recommended and helps determine if people are eating a large amount of a certain species of fish where remedial actions can 
improve advisories. The data was incorporated into the tiered assessment framework for the Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife 
or BUI #1. 

Many anglers consume fish from the Detroit River, although a small number do enjoy catch and release fishing. Popular 
species that are consumed from the river include walleye, yellow and white perch, and white/silver bass. Most survey 
respondents reported eating 8 meals or less of Detroit River fish per month, with 8 oz of fish (on average) being consumed 
each meal. Fish fillets without skin are most consumed and fish are often fried in a pan, grilled, or baked in the oven. 

The overall finding from the assessment was that fish caught from the Detroit River are safe to eat and following the advice 
provided in the Guide to Eating Ontario Fish is recommended to minimize exposure to contaminants.



Degraded Fish and Wildlife Habitat (BUI #3)
and Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat (BUI #14) 

The Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat (BUI 14) has four delisting criteria to achieve before the BUI can be 
considered not impaired. Two of the four criteria have been achieved.

Notable contributions include: 

Shoreline restoration: the DRCC developed 
a long-term shoreline restoration strategy 
and has completed eleven projects with 
partners since the late 1990s.

Coastal Wetlands

 Terrestrial habitat: In 2024, the DRCC’s Habitat 
Work Group compiled and evaluated data on 
terrestrial habitat and determined that the goal 
for terrestrial habitat had been met.

Aquatic and Riparian Habitat 

Protection of Ojibway Shores and other wooded areas 
supporting rare plants and wildlife, opportunities for 
restoration and habitat corridors across the watershed.

277 restoration projects have increased and enhanced 
natural spaces in the watershed. These projects consist 
of 207 tree planting projects, 56 wetland restoration 
projects, 32 prairie restoration projects, 18 shoreline 
restoration projects, 15 fish habitat projects and 12 
native garden projects from 2000-2020.  In total, over 
3.8 million m2 (3.8 km2) of trees were planted over this 
period.

To re evaluate the “no net loss” requirement 
associated with  (BUI) 14, historical coastal 
wetland conditions were mapped using aerial 
imagery from 1978 and compared with wetland 
datasets from 2010 and 2020. Analysis of these 
datasets indicates that the coastal wetland system 
within the study area expanded by 168.6 hectares, 
representing a 34.8% increase between 1978 and 
2020. When wetlands and aquatic habitats are 
considered together, the total area increased by 
231.1 hectares, or 9.4%, over the same period.

Changes in habitat composition were further examined using Ecological Land Classification (ELC) data for 2010 and 2020. These 
years correspond to distinct hydrological conditions, with prolonged low water levels occurring between 1999 and 2014, followed 
by higher water levels from 2017 to 2020. Results indicate that, from 1978 to 2020, 297.7 hectares of wetland habitat persisted as 
wetlands, while an additional 290.4 hectares transitioned from terrestrial to wetland habitat. Within the aquatic system, the vast 
majority of habitat (95.1%, or 1,881.7 hectares) remained aquatic, with a further 64.8 hectares converting to wetland over time.

The assessment also evaluated the extent of invasive Phragmites australis using mapping from 2006, 2010, and 2020. This analysis 
documented a notable expansion of Phragmites, increasing from 195.4 hectares in 2006 to 395.3 hectares in 2020, signaling a 
decline in the ecological quality of portions of the wetland system despite overall area gains.

Collectively, these findings demonstrate that the coastal wetland habitat sub criterion (#1) of the BUI 14 delisting criteria—stating 
that there has been no net loss of coastal wetlands within the AOC 1987—has been achieved.

Significant progress has been made advancing coastal wetland as well as aquatic and riparian habitat goals. These efforts are 
outlined in the Aquatic and Riparian Habitat section.



Canard River Marsh Project

Coastal Wetlands

This project focuses on safeguarding 
the River Canard wetland complex 
through restoration of the finger dyke, 
which has been compromised by its 
age, elevated water levels, and freighter 

During early project planning, it was identified that this large-scale 
habitat restoration initiative had the potential to affect several species 
listed under the Species Conservation Act, including certain species of 
fish and reptiles. The MMM Hunt Club dyke and adjacent marsh were 
recognized as critical habitat, supporting the survival and recovery of 
several species at risk (SAR).

To minimize potential impacts during construction, a range of mitigation 
measures was implemented. These included mandatory environmental 
awareness training for all personnel accessing the site, regular wildlife 
monitoring surveys conducted from boats to identify any SAR activity 
along the dyke, and careful scheduling of construction activities to avoid sensitive life stages.

In addition to avoidance and mitigation strategies, the project incorporated targeted habitat enhancements. These included 
the creation of specialized snake and turtle habitat features, such as a south-facing, sun-exposed beach area designed to 
support basking and nesting requirements.

wave action. Located within the MMM Hunt Club Marsh, the finger dyke 
acts as a natural barrier that shields the wetland complex behind the dyke 
from river currents, shipping channel disturbance, ice scour, and sediment 
displacement. By stabilizing this structure, the project will help preserve 
the largest remaining wetland complex on the River Canard, including 
extensive wild celery beds that are essential habitat and a key food source for both resident and migratory waterfowl. The site 
also serves as an important fall staging area for canvasback and redhead ducks.

The restoration approach involves reinforcing the finger dyke with armour stone. This added protection will strengthen 
the dyke, and enhance its ability to withstand wave energy, strong currents, and ice movement from the Detroit River. The 
reinforcement will ensure the dyke continues to perform its vital role in maintaining the integrity of the Canard River Marsh 
Complex and its associated habitats. Project planning and permitting were completed in 2024, with construction scheduled 
for late Fall 2026. 

Notable Species at Risk Mitigation Efforts at the Canard River Marsh Project



Aquatic and Riparian Habitat
The DFO has developed and applied the Habitat Ecosystem Assessment Tool (HEAT) 
to fourteen previous restoration projects. The results suggest some habitat loss 
on a few projects in the river. However, many including the Peche Island project 
provided habitat gains. 

The researchers have also been applying the Habitat Suitability model to determine 
if habitat supply for target fish guilds and life stages have increased over time. 
These models will be able to assess fish habitat changes in the Detroit River AOC 
since 1987.  

A report outlining the results of this work is expected later in 2026 and will provide 
an update on the status of this delisting criteria in the Detroit River Canadian AOC. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) led a comprehensive wetland modelling effort to support the selection of an 
optimal restoration design for the Fighting Island project. Their work combined hydrodynamic modelling, historical landscape 
reconstruction, vegetation succession modelling, and scenario testing to understand how different island configurations would 
influence habitat creation. ECCC developed a detailed 2D hydrodynamic time series model using bathymetry, water level 
observations, and multiple hydrodynamic scenarios. This model was calibrated with diverse datasets and can incorporate 
species specific habitat requirements for fish, birds, and even invasive plants such as Phragmites. 

To understand how wetland vegetation would respond to different restoration designs, ECCC used vegetation surveys, remote 
sensing classification, hydroperiod variables, and a random forest based succession algorithm. They also reconstructed 
historical conditions by analyzing 1962 aerial photographs and generating a 1962 digital elevation model (DEM) for the Fighting 
Island site. This historical context revealed that a large marsh once existed south of the island, which informed the design of 
alternative island configurations. ECCC modelled three structural scenarios (A, B, and C) and tested how each would influence 
hydrodynamics, sediment stability, and vegetation establishment. Early results showed that emergent vegetation would 
not establish without added fill, prompting ECCC to simulate various fill depths (0–1 m) based on velocity thresholds. Their 
modelling demonstrated that Structure B would yield the largest emergent marsh area, while Structures A and C also produced 
gains when fill was added. These results directly informed the project team’s understanding of how different designs would 
perform ecologically and what habitat outcomes could be expected.

Historically, a large cattail marsh existed south of Fighting Island. While submerged 
aquatic vegetation provides important benefits for fish species, emergent vegetation such as cattails is critical for aquatic 
wildlife, particularly marsh birds. To better understand potential habitat outcomes, an Environment and Climate Change 
Canada (ECCC) computer model was used to project changes in emergent vegetation over time. The modeling effort indicates 
that emergent vegetation will establish over time in the areas with suitable depth. 

To date, engineering drawings have been completed, and permit applications for the Fighting Island project have been 
submitted to the DFO and other agencies for review. Final project planning is ongoing, with implementation targeted for late 
Fall 2026.

South end of Fighting Island 

The second initiative is the Fighting Island wetland re-creation project, which 
involves the construction of six sheltering islands, designed similarly to Peche Island, 
to form a protected, low energy embayment. Using a Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) modeling tool that predicts changes in fish habitat quantity, quality, 
and community composition, the project is expected to result in a net gain of fish 
habitat. This gain is primarily attributed to an anticipated increase in the diversity of 
submerged aquatic vegetation within the sheltered waters.



Additional Habitat Stories

The land parcel is in the proposed Ojibway National Urban Park in the 
Detroit River Watershed. ERCA will undertake additional restoration on 
the lands and ensure it is maintained to protect the rare prairie and Oak Savannah habitat, and the species-at-risk found at 
the site, which include Butlers Gartersnake, Eastern Foxsnake, Kentucky Coffeetree and more. Ongoing maintenance will 
include invasive species management and regular prescribed burns as part of its management strategy.  

ERCA is undertaking active management of the site, including removing invasive species and conducting biological 
surveys.   

National Urban Park – Ojibway Prairie Complex

Environmentally Significant Lands in Windsor

Over 100 acres of environmentally significant lands in Windsor have been 
transferred to the Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA) by the 
Ministry of Transportation to provide for their long-term protection and 
stewardship. 

The 106 acres of high-quality, purpose-built environmental habitat were 
created as part of the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray Parkway project, included 
within the significant restoration activities required. These lands include 
a created wetland and allowed endangered species to be transplanted 
during the parkway construction. They consist primarily of Tallgrass Prairie 
habitat, which is rare in Canada.  

In August 2021, Parks Canada introduced a new initiative to 
establish a network of national urban parks across Canada. 
These parks are intended to advance conservation objectives, 
increase access to nature in large urban centres, and support 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples.

In support of this initiative, Parks Canada and the City of 
Windsor have a formal land agreement for the Ojibway National 
Urban Park (ONUP). Much consideration has gone into this 
collaborative effort in exploring shared interests in exploring the 
potential designation of a national urban park at the Ojibway 
Prairie Complex, and adjacent natural areas. This collaborative 
effort builds upon years of work by the City of Windsor and 
local community advocates to advance a long term vision for protecting and enhancing this unique 
landscape.

Years of planning focused on shaping a shared park vision, developing a partner-based governance 
framework, identifying potential park boundaries, and initiating operational planning. This work 
represents the minutiae of a broader, multi phase and multi year process toward potential National 
Urban Park designation. Stakeholders, Indigenous communities, and other interested groups 
meaningfully engaged in discussions related to the Ojibway Prairie Complex and the National Urban 
Parks program.

Local advocates continue to push the dream of the Ojibway National Urban Park to become a reality. 
The DRCC is in full support of this endeavour and looks forward to what comes next for all partners 
and the Ojibway Prairie Complex. 



• 160 acres of preserved coastal wetland;
• 260 acres protected from further erosion and degradation;
• 199 habitat structures for fish, reptiles, amphibians and birds; and
• 14,490 linear feet or shoreline created or restored.

A sincere thank you on behalf of the DRCC goes out to the FDR for hosting this 
boat tour! It is wonderful to see the continued efforts your team and partners are 
undertaking to restore the Detroit River.

Monitoring and Research

Canadian Partner tour in December
In December, the DRCC team and Detroit River partners explored some of the 
legacy projects that have been implemented as part of the Remedial Action 
Plan. These projects represent three decades plus of organizations working 
towards a healthy and sustainable Detroit River ecosystem. Partners are actively 
contributing their expertise, efforts and collaborating. It was a great day sharing 
updates and learning from each other.

American Lower Detroit River Boat Tour 
On August 20, 2025, Friends of the Detroit River held a boat tour with Canadian and 
American partners to learn about habitat restoration efforts in the lower Detroit 
River. The DRCC attended and learned about focused efforts to restore, enhance, 
create and protect existing habitat while exploring features.

In 2014, the Detroit River PAC published a guidance document to remove fish 
and wildlife related BUIs. This document lists 14 habitat restoration projects that 
must be completed to remove the two fish and wildlife related BUIs. Most of these 
projects are complete, and the remainder are in some phase of progress.  
A summary of these projects managed by Friends of the Detroit River (FDR)  
can be reviewed on their website.

Since 2010, the Friends of Detroit River have worked to complete 8 habitat projects 
with funding from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. These completed projects 
provide: 

Post-restoration Collavino
In 2025, water quality sampling, aquatic macroinvertebrate sampling, submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) surveys, and marsh 
bird surveys were conducted in one site that has been regularly sampled for several years (Collavino Marsh; 2019 and 2021-2025). 
The Water Quality Index (WQI) score, used to determine coastal wetland water quality in the Great Lakes Basin, for Collavino 
Marsh indicated water quality was “very degraded” due to high turbidity and conductivity. In a similar manner, corresponding 
IBI (Index of Biological Integrity) scores were derived. An IBI is a standardized, multi-metric index that indicates the ability of a 
habitat to support and maintain a balanced, integrated, adaptive biological system that has the full range of elements expected 
in a region’s natural habitat. IBIs have been developed for communities of marsh breeding birds, submerged aquatic vegetation, 
aquatic macroinvertebrates, amphibians, and fish for coastal wetlands in the Great Lakes. The IBI scores indicated that the SAV 
and breeding marsh bird communities were in “poor” condition. The aquatic macroinvertebrate IBI score indicated “very good” 
condition, an improvement from previous years driven by high family richness and a large proportion of Crustacea.



Next Steps
• Continue supporting the implementation of the Canard River Marsh and Fighting Island projects; 
• Conduct post-restoration marsh bird monitoring at Collavino; 
• Execute additional baseline vegetation surveys at Fighting Island; 
• Support Work Group partners to evaluate progress towards achieving the habitat delisting criteria;
• Support the redesignation process for BUI 1; and
• Review and provide input on beneficial use assessment reports.  

Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) also conducted water quality sampling, 
vegetation, and marsh bird surveys at the south end of Fighting Island in 
2025. The Fighting Island undiked south marsh was historically a large wetland, 
but most wetland habitat has disappeared at this site. Restoration actions are 
planned at the marsh in late 2026 to enhance wetland habitat, specifically by 
promoting the growth and establishment of submerged aquatic and emergent 
vegetation. A nearby site was also surveyed to collect reference data.  
The WQI scores were “good” at both sites, indicating that water chemistry 
is not currently a limiting factor for restoration. Marsh bird IBI scores were 
“poor” at both sites, reflecting minimal emergent vegetation and limited 
habitat structure. Additionally, four of the six vegetation metrics compared were lower at the Fighting Island undiked south 
marsh than at a comparable site, consistent with its open-water, wave-exposed state.  Nutrient concentrations were also 
within a similar range to the reference site, suggesting that water quality conditions are suitable for future vegetation 
establishment. The 2024 and 2025 survey results will serve as baseline data that characterize the pre-restoration condition 
of the marsh.  

Pre-restoration Fighting Island

The marsh bird scores were considered to be “poor”. The lower marsh bird 
values in recent years are likely attributed to the growth of Phragmites that 
have left very little emergent vegetation for marsh nesting species. Many marsh 
dependent birds, especially emergent marsh nesting species such as the Least 
Bittern and Pied billed Grebe, require dense stands of cattails, bulrush, or other 
native emergent plants for nesting and foraging. When Phragmites is removed, 
there is often a temporary period where vegetation is sparse, leaving birds with 
few suitable nesting sites. It is likely that restoration efforts will eventually result 
in the growth of more diverse emergent vegetation that will be able to support 
a more diverse marsh bird community. More time is needed to determine 
whether restoration efforts (e.g., management of invasive Phragmites) will 
result in a more diverse and abundant assemblage of marsh birds once 
emergent vegetation has time to re-establish.



Community Outreach

Community benefits as part of the Gordie Howe International Bridge project are 
identified opportunities that can advance economic, social or environmental conditions 
for local communities. In 2025, seven environmental community benefits initiatives 
were held within Sandwich through a partnership with the ERCA, the Gordie Howe 
International Bridge and Detroit River watershed partners. Funding for the following 
initiatives was provided by the Gordie Howe Bridge Community Benefits Plan. Partners 
engaged include the City of Windsor, Parks Canada, Sandwich Town BIA, Maryvale, HMCS 
Hunter and the Windsor Port Authority.

In April 2025, 1,825lbs or 825kg of litter/refuse was removed from Sandwich and the 
Detroit River shoreline. In May, volunteers joined forces to plant 60 native hardwood 
trees at Mic Mac Park. These trees support biodiversity and contribute to the City 
of Windsor’s goals for maintaining, protecting, growing and creating partnerships 

to support its urban forest. In July, 43lbs of litter was removed from College Avenue Bikeway and Crowley Park. In August, 
volunteers removed 560lbs of litter from Sandwich and the Detroit River shoreline. In August the Sandwich Environmental Tour 
was held, highlighting a variety of themes relating to our present, past and future relationship with the Detroit River, and this 
area of the region. In November, many volunteers planted fifty large native hardwood trees along the College Avenue Bikeway, 
and students at Maryvale greened their school grounds by planting native trees and shrubs together.  

The DRCC participated in 16 outreach events between the spring of 2025 and end of winter 2026 Through these efforts, 
thousands of individuals celebrated ongoing restoration efforts in the Detroit River AOC, learned about Detroit River history, 
projects, the DRCC program, and more!  

Environmental Community Benefits in Sandwich



ERCA hosted an Earth Day community tree planting 
celebration in April 2025 at the greenspace between 
Wyandotte Street East and Florence Avenue in the City of 
Windsor. More than 1,000 volunteers and Green Teams 
planted over 2,000 potted and native seedlings. A big thank 
you to ENWIN Utilities, Green Sun Rising and Tree Canada 
for their sponsorship for this event!

The 55th Earth Day celebration took place at Malden Park 
on Sunday April 27, 2025. Many local groups gathered to 
showcase the amazing work taking place across the region 
to improve the environment. The DRCC hosted a booth 
to share information about the remedial and restorative 
actions of a decades long partnership focusing on restoring 
the Detroit River! Staff also launched a special outreach 
game highlighting fishing in Detroit River and navigating 
consumption advisories to eat safe fish.

On Saturday June 21, 2025 volunteers and Detroit River volunteers and partners came together and removed 243lbs of refuse 
from Turkey Creek at Vince Marcotte Park in LaSalle and surrounding park trails. Those on canoe reported many basking turtles 
and several shorebirds along the waterway! 

Stewardship and Outreach in the Watersheds

Detroit River Evening

Thank you to everyone who came out to the 
14th annual Detroit River Evening celebration! 
The room was full of partners and supporters 
who are all working together to restore the 
river’s ecosystem. Attendees heard about a 
variety of ongoing projects and activities on and 
along the Detroit River from representatives 
from the Canada Water Agency and the Detroit 
River Canadian Cleanup, Andrew Dowie, MPP 
for Windsor-Tecumseh, Weston Hillier, Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy, Amber Falkner, US EPA (US Environmental 
Protection Agency) as well as Ken Drouillard, 
(GLIER) Great Lakes Institute for Environmental 
Research and Tom Henderson, Chair of the Detroit 
River Canadian Cleanup Public Advisory Council. 



Peche Island Day and World Rivers Day
On August 9, 2025, the DRCC ventured to Peche Island with ERCA staff 
and the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) Hit Squad to 
celebrate Peche Island Day. The DRCC sponsored all of the tickets for travel 
to the island that day through the City of Windsor program and many got to 
enjoy the natural and cultural heritage of the island, meet new people, see 
the Windsor shoreline and experience crossing the Detroit River.

While on the island, guests heard from the DRCC about the three year long 
term erosion protection and fish habitat creation project, learned about 
other partner initiatives that have contributed to the river’s revival through 
the RAP and learned about local invasive species work being undertaken by 
ERCA and the Hit Squad.

In celebration of World Rivers Day in September, the DRCC sponsored all the 
boat tickets to provide an additional day of free access to the island.  

Family Fishing Day

In partnership with Just Fishin’ Friends, the DRCC hosted the annual Learn to Fish event on July 5, 2025 
at Front Road Park in LaSalle. Over 50 participants came to fish (some for the first time!) and learn from 
expert volunteer anglers. The DRCC provided information to participants about restoration and 
cleanup projects, statistics on fish populations, and information on how to safely consume fish from 
the river. 



DRCC Presents: RIPPLES OF PLASTIC

On February 25, 2026, the DRCC hosted a free screening of Ripples of Plastic: a film that highlights 
seen and unseen impacts of plastic pollution in the Great Lakes. There are many pathways of 
contamination to our local watersheds and the impacts of microplastics on the environment and 
human health are worrisome. This documentary has inspired a movement for systemic change and 
a plastic-free future. Guests shared their concerns, ideas, talked over local stewardship and circular 
economy programs and had great discussions on how to make lasting change in Windsor-Essex.   

Thank you to Lakeshore Cinemas, Heather Taylor from the Essex Windsor Solid Waste Authority (EWSWA), Essex Mayor 
Sherry Bondy and Taryn Azzopardi from the City of Windsor for your participation in the expert panel and to our guests 
for attending and supporting the Detroit River!



The Detroit River Canadian Cleanup is 
supported by two main funding agencies – 

Canada Water Agency and the Ontario Ministry 
of Environment, Conservation, and Parks. 

Agencies involved in the DRCC include:

Canada Water Agency 
Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation, & Parks 
Essex Region Conservation Authority 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Canadian Wildlife Service
Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
Caldwell First Nation 
Walpole Island First Nation 
City of Windsor 
Town of LaSalle 
Town of Amherstburg 
UNIFOR Local 200 
UNIFOR Local 444 Environment Committee 
Wildlife Preservation Canada 
Citizens Environment Alliance 
Essex Field Naturalists’ Club 
Windsor Port Authority 
University of Windsor 
Atura Power 
Little River Enhancement Group 
Friends of Ojibway Prairie 

...and many dedicated citizens like you!
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	 Area of Concern
	 Beneficial Use Impairment
	 Canada Water Agency
	 Canadian Wildlife Service
	 Digital Elevation Model
	 Department of Fisheries and Oceans
	 Detroit River Canadian Cleanup
	 Environment and Climate Change Canada 
	 Ecological Land Classification
	 Essex Region Conservation Authority
EWSWA Essex Windsor Solid Waste Authority 
FDR Friends of Detroit River
	 Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research
	 Habitat Ecosystem Assessment Tool
	 Index of Biotic Integrity
	 Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
ONUP Ojibway National Urban Park 
OMNR Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
PAC  Public Advisory Council
	 Polychlorinated Biphenyls

Remedial Action Plan
Species at Risk

	

 Submerged Aquatic Vegetation
US EPA UUS Environmental Protection Agency 
WQI Water Quality Index

311-360 Fairview Avenue West
Essex, Ontario N6M 1Y6
postmaster@detroitriver.ca
www.detroitriver.ca
519-776-5209 x356

/DetroitRiverCC

/detroitrivercanadiancleanup

/DetroitRiverCanadianCleanup

/detroitriverrap

https://www.youtube.com/detroitrivercc
https://www.instagram.com/detroitrivercanadiancleanup
https://www.facebook.com/detroitrivercanadiancleanup/
https://twitter.com/detroitriverrap
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