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DRAFT Meeting Record: DRCC Steering & Implementation Committee Meeting 
June 25, 2025, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Windsor Yacht Club, 9000 Riverside Dr E, Windsor, ON N8S 1C5 
 

 
Welcome, introductions, approval of agenda 
Kate began the meeting at 9:35am, with a round table of introductions (Appendix I). The meeting record 
from June 19, 2024, was approved by all. Action items and their updates from that meeting are included 
in Appendix II. The agenda for today’s meeting was also approved.  
 
Canada Ontario Agreement (COA) update and Updates from COA Executive / GLWQA or Great Lakes 
Freshwater Ecosystem Initiative (GLFEI); Four Agency Management Committee  
Ted shared that the last COA Executive meeting was held virtually in early winter with AOCs on the agenda. 
There are six AOCs on track to have all actions completed in 2026. Additional AOCs will continue that trend 
into 2027. Carolyn provided an update that the six AOCs are part of the final stretch of the current 
agreement, including Niagara. However major work in Lyons Creek will delay that process. Ted mentioned 
that the St. Clair River AOC will have all actions complete by May 2026. The last initiative was sediment 
remediation work undertaken in April 2025. Kate mentioned that the Port Hope AOC is also considered to 
be complete. Overall, four of six are finished. 
 
Regarding the GLWQA update, Kate mentioned that a meeting took place between the Great Lakes 
Executive in Chicago in June. AOCs, sediment remediation in the US and setting new priorities for 
binational priorities for science and action were discussed. The material is available online to review, with 
a timeline for commenting over the next few months. The next meeting will be in June 2026 in Toronto, 
with a binational public forum to be held.  
 
April updated everyone on GLFEI. This is funding available to partners within AOCs to support on the 
ground actions and coordinate the RAP. There is an agreement with ERCA to support coordination, as well 
as with First Nations to support engagement with the RAPs. This is the final year of a three in Agreement. 
Next steps are to determine what needs and supports are required beyond the last funding period.  
 
Jackie shared that she completed forms to renew funding for COA for another two years with the province. 
Ted agreed and said that the funding usually comes in the middle of the fiscal year. This funding should 
come in 2026/2027 but still needs approval.  
 
Raj congratulated everyone regarding the six AOCs. His question for the group was about binational 
delisting. Kate shared that there is no official policy for all AOCs to follow for binational delisting guidance. 
It will be up to the individual AOC teams, and process to follow is on a case-by-case basis. For example, 
while St. Clair is lined up, the EPA on the US side is not quite ready to begin the delisting process in tandem. 
This will be the first binational AOC to go through this. The commitment is to complete all actions, and it 
does take time for the environment to recover with continued monitoring.  
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Last, Ted mentioned the next FAMC meeting is scheduled in November 2025, in person in Windsor. The 
committee will tour some of the Detroit River AOC projects.  
 
BUI Status, Habitat projects, and Working Group updates  
April shared an update on the Detroit River BUIs, some of the recent habitat projects coming online and 
work group updates. Her slides are Appendix III. She shared that BUI 5 has just been redesignated to not 
impaired, effective June 2025. This leaves three impaired BUIs in the Canadian Detroit River AOC. Ken will 
share the update for BUI 1 (not impaired recommendation) and the process to follow, pending this group’s 
decision. 
 
For BUI 3 (Loss of Fish and Wildlife Populations), last year a report was completed on fish populations with 
a not-impaired status, which was approved. The wildlife component has one outstanding metric, which is 
diversity and abundance of marsh birds. The community is low, but consistent. There are landscape factors 
contributing to the limited abundance including lack of vegetation and quality of wetland habitat. The 
group is focusing on wetland habitat improvements with the hope of seeing improved IBI scores.  
 
For BUI 14 (Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat), she shared that just over $5.5 million was secured to support 
the implementation of two large habitat projects.  
 
The Canard dyke restoration project involves repairing sections along the large finger dyke extending into 
the river, that has succumbed to severe erosion. The first phase includes repairing sections along the dyke 
that are high priority, about 300m in length. There are in water works as well as multiple snake and turtle 
SAR requiring additional considerations and oversight on this work. This undertaking will protect the 
biggest wetland complex in the AOC.  
 
Fighting Island’s south end project focuses on recreating a historical wetland complex that has essentially 

disappeared. This scope is very similar to Peche Island, aiming to create offshore sheltering islands with a 

calm backwater area to allow for reemerging vegetation to support fish habitat. We have been partnering 

with BASF on this one.  

 
BUI #1: Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption assessment report including AI work  
Ken provided an update on his research for BUI#1. His slides are included as Appendix IV. The restrictions 
on Fish and Wildlife Consumption beneficial use for the Detroit River is designated as impaired for fish. 
The main driver of this impairment is chemical contamination in the waters and sediment of the Detroit 
River. Researchers from the Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research (GLIER) at the University of 
Windsor have completed assessing this beneficial use. 
 
To evaluate this beneficial use, a four-tier hierarchical framework was used. At each tier, an unimpaired 
or impaired status is possible based on each assessment. Tier 1 assesses the presence of fish consumption 
restrictions within the AOC and whether they exceed a benchmark level of allowable meals per month. 
Tier 2 compares the degree of restrictiveness of fish consumption advisories in the AOC to multiple 
reference sites. Tier 3 compiles multiple lines of evidence to address whether past mitigation actions in 
the AOC have contributed to the improvement of fish consumption advisories over time. Tier 4 was added 
to provide an additional line of evidence that can be used to understand contaminant recovery in the AOC 
over time and address whether there is a need for additional, local restoration actions that can lead to 
further reductions in fish consumption advisories in the AOC. The framework was applied to the four 
indicator species (results in figure at right) and a not impaired status resulted.  
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Ken acknowledged this BUI has been challenging, and one of the most complicated for the AOC. Since 
2021, the tiered framework has been the approach to assess this BUI. Ken used this approach successfully 
with the Toronto AOC. Essentially, each AOC is tasked with developing its own delisting criteria and 
assessment approaches. Over time, as multiple AOCs began undertaking BUI #1 related work, a 
community of understanding has developed on how to go through this process. As a result, the four-tiered 

framework with tier 4 as optional was initiated for the Detroit River. The updated tiered assessment 
framework and results are included below:  
 
Tier 1 (are monthly meal limits issued for indicator species in the AOC considered unrestrictive?)   

• No, they are restrictive for brown bullhead, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and walleye.  

• Previously, brown bullhead passed the criteria. In the new data, there is now a do not 
consume advisory for the 30 to 35cm size class for the sensitive population. For largemouth 
bass, smallmouth bass, and walleye, there is at least one size class restricted.  

 
Tier 2 (are fish consumption restrictions for indicator species in the AOC comparable to suitable 
reference sites?)  

• Not for brown bullhead (failed for sensitive population), largemouth bass (failed for sensitive 
and general), smallmouth bass (fails both populations) and walleye (passes for general 
population, one size class fails for sensitive population).  

 
Tier 3 (do multiple lines of evidence indicate priority contaminants in fish are comparable to 
reference sites and/or fish and environmental contamination is improving through time?)  

• Yes for brown bullhead overall, yes for largemouth bass regarding PCBs, some issues relating 
to mercury, but overall pass. Yes for walleye. No for smallmouth bass due to mercury.  

 
Tier 4 (do multiple evidence lines indicate that all feasible local remedial actions to reduce fish 
contamination are complete?)  

• Yes, Canadian portions of the Detroit River AOC are not the source of mercury or PCBs to fish, 
plus mercury in the environment and within smallmouth bass are declining over time. 
Additional actions in Canadian waters are unlikely to affect fish contamination and 
consumption advisories. 

Based on this, the recommendation is to move forward with redesignating BUI #1 as unimpaired. 
 
Discussion 
 
April thanked Ken for all his efforts and research to get to this point. Everyone on the SIC received the 
technical report and summary. There are a few next steps that initiate follow up actions depending on 
what the committee decides today or soon. The next steps, if accepted today, would be public and 
Indigenous engagement. Is this BUI ready to be assessed?  
 
Raj feels the assessment is very complicated but offers that Tier 4 should be digestible by the public. It 
reflects efforts undertaken and lays out no more action in the AOC. Tiers 1 to3 present as a separate 
part of the program’s ability to change the situation. The presentation is long and complicated, and it 
would be challenging to understand by a member of the public.  
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Kate agrees, there are only two actions we can undertake in BUI1. These include sediment remediation 
and providing people with risk-based information to make their own decisions about advisories. She 
wondered if additional or other types of statistical tests could be used to arrive at similar or show 
different results.  
 
Steve is in favour of moving to the engagement process. Zack shared that concern of consumed species 
for CFN are walleye, silver bass, walleye, perch and crappie. Is there more information about these 
species beyond the AOC delisting criteria targeted species that can be included, and incorporated into 
public consultation? April asked if Ken could run some assessments with additional species? Ken said yes 
to yellow perch, but silver bass is transient, only comes in to spawn and is considered a Lake Erie fish.  
 
ACTION ITEM: the DRCC to come up with a BUI #1 public and Indigenous consultation plan to share 
the recommendation for re-designation process.  
 
Pathway to Delisting 
Jackie shared DRCC related updates with the group. Her slides are Appendix V. She reminded everyone 

that the Pathway to Delisting document has been updated, which reflects each BUI, and the work plans 

associated with each. Due to time, some of her slides were skipped through. In summary, some of the 

major next steps for the DRCC to undertake include initiating BUI #1 redesignation status, implementing 

Phase 1 of the River Canard dyke project, complete FAA application for Fighting Island (implement in 

2026), and review DFO’s delisting criteria for deep water/spawning habitat for BUI #14. 

 

Detroit River Communication & Outreach Update 
Gina shared an update to the group about the various outreach endeavors the DRCC participated in over 

the last year. Her slides are also in Appendix V. Various Detroit River watershed cleanups took place, with 

a total of 410kg removed. The annual Earth Day community tree planting event took place hosting over 

1,000 people planting 2,000 native trees and seedlings. One additional tree planting took place along the 

Ojibway Parkway and at Malden Park with 100 large native hardwood trees planted through funding from 

the Gordie Howe International Bridge Community Benefits Plan. The annual Learn to Fish event was held 

in LaSalle. The annual Detroit River Evening was held in June last year at the Ojibway Nature Centre. The 

annual film screening was held early this winter at the University of Windsor. Last, the DRCC team 

reviewed the previous engagement strategy, with goals remaining the same and a shifting focus to plan 

for re-designations and delisting.  

 
Update on Indigenous Engagement 
Jackie provided a brief update on some of the most recent Indigenous engagement the DRCC has been 
involved with. This is also Appendix V of the meeting record. She explained that funding has been provided 
for Aamjiwnaang, Caldwell First Nation and Walpole Island First Nations for community engagement on 
the AOC through the Great Lakes Freshwater Ecosystem Initiative through ECCC. Some activities that have 
taken place over the last two years include finalizing the BUI #5 engagement, consulting with Indigenous 
groups on the Fisheries Act Authorization permits for Canard River dyke repair, participating in mussel 
work in the Canard River with Caldwell. This past fall the DRCC hosted a boat tour of habitat sites on the 
river with various stakeholders, including Indigenous partners. In early 2025 the DRCC attended the Spring 
Open House at Walpole Island First Nation. 
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Public Advisory Council Report 
Tom Henderson, Chair of the DRCC Public Advisory Council (PAC) shared that the group is twenty-five 
years old. To celebrate, he will be sharing at the evening’s event some of the environmental issues the 
PAC has been instrumental in advocating for. This includes the 2004 General Chemical soda ash settling 
ponds. The PAC was the only NGO to publicly support the Town of Amherstburg and the Ministry of 
Environment in its efforts to force the company to clean up the ponds. 2008 Herb Gray Parkway. The PAC 
advocated for high compensation for the loss of 15 acres of Provincially Significant Wetland (PSW) during 
Parkway construction. The 15 acres of PSW was compensated for via 90 acres of constructed wetland.  In 
addition, in 2015 petcoke piled on the US side and other issues.  
 
Over the years PAC has been in contact with local MPs, MPPs, and representatives of the State of Michigan 
advocating for water quality improvements. 2016 Save Ojibway Shores. Windsor Port Authority officials 
David Cree, Steve Salmons and Harbour Master Peter Berry were most helpful in the twenty-year effort 
to save Ojibway Shores beginning with the Citizens Environment Alliance’s (CEA) Ric Coronado and ending 
with Prime Minister Trudeau announcing the Ojibway National Urban Park. Binational cooperation.  
 
The PAC has a 25-year history of attending meetings with our US counterpart, Friends of Detroit River. 
During that time, we’ve seen Detroit River improvements up and down the channel on both sides of the 
river. Special thanks to the PAC’s loyal member NGOs: Little River Enhancement Group, CEA, Essex County 
Field Naturalists, Unifor Local 200 and more recently the Friends of Ojibway Prairie and Canada South 
Land Trust. Additionally, thanks to the DRCC funding sources, Canada Water Agency and Ontario Ministry 
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. 
 
Round Table Updates 

Gina shared there will be some additional DRCC outreach events this summer including the Learn to Fish 

event, Peche Island Day and additional litter cleanups. Zach shared that Caldwell First Nation is increasing 

their staff capacity to expand more restoration and environmental programs. Raj mentioned the 

International Joint Commission committed to collaborating and enhancing the role of Indigenous Peoples 

in governance over the next few years. Recently, a large gathering was held to establish a Circle of Experts 

to discuss ways to approach reciprocity and mutual benefits.  

 
Other items/ Closing Remarks/ Next Meeting  
April closed the meeting by thanking all the partners for their efforts to continue restoring the Detroit 
River and invited those locally to attend the Detroit River evening held at the Windsor Yacht Club tonight.  
 
APPENDIX I. Meeting Attendance  
Jackie Serran   Detroit River Canadian Cleanup 
Gina Pannunzio   Detroit River Canadian Cleanup 
Tom Henderson   Detroit River Canadian Cleanup Public Advisory Council (Chair) 
Ken Drouillard   University of Windsor/Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research 
April White   Canada Water Agency 
Kate Tallion    Canada Water Agency 

Raj Bejankiwar   International Joint Commission 
Michael Thorn   Ministry of Natural Resources 
Lynn Rosales   Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
Ted Briggs   Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks 
Carolyn O’Neill   Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks 
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Zack Hamm   Caldwell First Nation 
Steve Simpson Sr.  Caldwell First Nation 
Naomi Williams   Walpole Island First Nation 
Peter Berry   Windsor Port Authority  
 
APPENDIX II. Action Items from June 19, 2024 meeting and their updates: 
 
ACTION ITEM: Jackie to pass along information about the upcoming Lake St. Clair conference to the 
group. Completed. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Raj to send information about the IJC’s social dimension of Great Lakes revitalization 
project for distribution Update: Raj sent the below description: 
The goal/objective of this project is to identify and understand the characteristics of coupled ecological 
and human systems that have and will create the interdisciplinary capacity and social and organizational 
potential among communities and economies across the Great Lakes region. A focus of this project is to 
examine the current experience of practitioners (e.g., natural resource managers, city planners, elected 
officials, and others) whose actions affect ecology and society in Great Lakes communities and link those 
practices to communities and local decision making (e.g., zoning or land use, infrastructure choices, 
placement of parks and other amenities).  
 
A fundamental premise of this project is to identify and characterize the material and long-lasting human-
centric and well-being benefits of water quality from ecological restoration and sediment clean-up. This 
project will further, identify community resources (e.g., leadership, skills, knowledge, values, 
relationships, networks, leadership, etc.) that strengthen and contribute to enhanced leadership, 
engagement, stewardship, and thus accelerate and support water quality outcomes. The project will 
identify and deploy community capacity indicators across the six (6) selected communities. As a result, 
the project will assess leadership, knowledge and skills; culture and values; engagement; networks, social 
capital and investment; and related ecosystem/water quality outcomes. When built into an analytical 
framework, this approach could ultimately enhance community capacity, community engagement, and 
related investment(s). 
 
ACTION ITEM: Ken to set meeting with CFN to discuss presentation with new water guardian and Jackie 
to send Ken’s slideshow for review beforehand. Completed. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Jackie to send information regarding PFAS documentary to Lynn. Completed. 
 
 
 


