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DRCC Public Advisory Council & EPI Work Group
March 11 2026 — 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
Mackenzie Hall, 3277 Sandwich St, Windsor, ON

Welcome, introductions, approval of agenda, land acknowledgement
Tom began the meeting at 4:35pm and welcomed the group. Madison shared the land acknowledgement,
and the agenda was approved by all.

Review of October 1, 2025, Meeting Report and Action Items
There were no changes brought forward to the October 1 2025 meeting record, it was approved.

Guest speaker, Jason Fischer, Fisheries Biologist, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Madison welcomed Jason Fischer to the meeting. His presentation (Appendix Ill) on Lake Sturgeon
included an introduction to the USFWS team that focuses on the Great Lakes. He shared some information
about the Detroit River spring fish community assessment to contribute to fourteen years of data to
understand trends to inform recreational and ecosystem health. Gill nets are used to survey and they
often catch Walleye. The team uses setlines to catch and target Lake Sturgeon in the river. Their team also
collaborates with other researchers who are looking at contaminants of emerging concern such as PFAS.
In Lake Erie, there are about nineteen spawning areas for Lake Sturgeon, and within the Detroit River Lake
Erie system, they estimate about 28,000 adults and about 700 adults in the Niagara River. He also shared
the reason for population collapse in the system, notably due to over-exploitation, habitat loss,
environmental pollution and exotic species. The population is rebounding, but likely will never be the
same to pre-1970s to 1870 levels.

Detroit River Lake Sturgeon population assessments have been undertaken by the team since 2007. They
use a mark recapture method to assess how large the population is. Each fish they capture receives a tag.
There is approximately 5,500 individual adult Lake Sturgeon in the Detroit River. Through MDNR, their
team runs a program that provides a patch, a letter and information about the fish an angler catches with
a tag.

Lake Sturgeon reintroductions in various areas in the US take place between May and June. Their team
also collects reproductively active adults. Post egg collection they are shipped to stocking tanks at a
hatchery in Wisconsin between September to October. Once fish are tagged, they are transported to
waterways for release/reintroduction. USFWS works with commercial fisherman and other agencies on
recapture information collection to determine how effective reintroduction efforts are. A subset of the
stocked fish are implanted with acoustic transmitters to determine their survival, movement patterns and
habitat use.

Tom asked if Jason could share the success of the Fighting Island spawning reef project that was
completed (expansion) in 2014. They do see Lake Sturgeon spawning regularly there and is considered
effective. Over time, they have evaluated substrate build up over time and will have some updates on the
status of that project. Tom also asked if he could compare spawning beds along Belle Isle to Fighting Island.
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Jason said the Fighting Island spawning is more consistent over Belle Isle, as silt and sandy sediments are
building up on the reefs with less use overall.

PAC Update since October 1, 2025

Tom reminded everyone that the PAC has been following the Line 5 Enbridge proposed pipeline stretching
from Wisconsin to Sarnia, with lots of controversy over whether it can last or a new one is needed. A
project proposing holding the pipeline in a protective tunnel has met some setbacks and will be revised
in 2031.

On behalf of the Little River Enhancement Group (Lil’ Reg), Gina shared that the group has attended the
Phase 3 Oldcastle Hamlet Special Planning Study open house in January. lan submitted some comments
on behalf of the group to the study team and the Town of Tecumseh advocating to protect existing natural
heritage features, capturing restoration opportunities, and enhancing and establishing connecting
corridors. In addition, Lil' Reg provided comments for the stormwater management plan for this area and
urged planners to create a stormwater drainage pattern that restores the natural drainage pattern of the
Little River. They discourage the practice of burying the tributaries of Little River underground in pipes.

Derek shared that the Citizens Environment Alliance (CEA) co-hosted a three-day conference in Toronto
focused on climate action for grassroots advocates, communities and community leaders with Urban
Climate Alliance partners. In December of last year, CEA celebrated their 40" anniversary. Today, is the
anniversary of the world’s largest industrial accident, Fukushima disaster in Japan. The site is still in critical
condition with many different challenges on the site’s footprint and ocean and surrounding forests. In
2026, CEA is working to bring funds to the City of Windsor (LC3) for climate and equity projects. LC3 is a
collaboration among seven local Centres in city regions that are home to 50% of Canadians, and the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities” Green Municipal Fund. It was established thanks to an endowment
from the Government of Canada. They are hopeful that the application is successful.

Mike Fisher shared that FOOP continues to advocate for the establishment of the Ojibway Urban National
Park and for the strongest protections under federal parks legislation and for community engagement. It
is critical for alocal approach that is part of the creation of ONUP. Harb Gill MP sponsored the community's
Ojibway National Urban Park petition, to Minister Julie Dabrusin. The response is supportive and
acknowledges partnership. The Canada National Parks Act is not the appropriate legislation for managing
a parkinan urban area, as it lacks mechanisms and tools to manage land in an urban setting. Parks Canada
is considering developing legislation specific to federally administered lands within national urban parks.
Should such legislation be developed, it will be in collaboration with First Nations partners, and the
process will include opportunities for Canadians to share their input. In the meantime, Parks Canada has
other tools to work effectively with partners to designate National Urban Parks under the existing policy
and related authorities.

The Government remains committed to designating the national urban park in the Windsor area in
partnership with First Nations and local partners. This work is advancing well, and at a pace which respects
the complexity of aligning partner interests and ensuring respectful collaboration.

DRCC Updates

Madison provided an overview of the BUIs and their status on the Canadian side of the Detroit River Area
of Concern. Her slides are included as Appendix IV. She confirmed three BUIs remain impaired, and they
will be the focus over the next few years to complete the AOC project.
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1. BUI#1 - Restrictions on Fish Consumption: An assessment has been completed by Dr. Ken Drouillard
at the University of Windsor for this the assessment results indicate that there are no local actions
that can be completed to improve advisories for indicator species in the Detroit River and therefore,
this BUIl is recommended to have a status change to not impaired. There is an open house this month
on March 26 2026 to present the research and assessment and to collect feedback from the public
on. BUI #3, and BUI #14 are still considered impaired, with active habitat and monitoring projects
being undertaken to inform progress for these.

2. BUI # 3 (fish component Under Review) — Degraded Fish & Wildlife Populations: wildlife populations
are still impaired, but the public review of the fish populations report is complete and that the DRCC
is waiting for the wildlife component to be completed before sending to government agencies for a
not impaired status. Madison shared that remaining actions for the wildlife component of this
beneficial use include implementing the two planned habitat projects in the river — one at Fighting
Island and one at the Canard marshes — to re-establish cattails and improve marsh bird populations.

3. BUI # 14 - Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat: Madison provided an overview of the two anticipated
habitat projects on the Detroit River. Funding of $5.3 million has been secured for the implementation
from the federal government through the Great Lakes Freshwater Ecosystem Initiative (GLFEI). Six
sheltering islands will be constructed on the south end of Fighting Island with the goal to create a calm
water area and restore submerged and emerged native aquatic vegetation previously abundant in the
area prior to erosion of the marsh. Also, the Canard River Dyke Repair will take place to restore and
stabilize the finger dyke that has eroded away. The wetland cell protected by this feature supports
some of the most abundant wild celery beds in the river, which is an important food source for many
species of waterfowl. The plan is to implement the Canard River Dyke project in 2025, with the
implementation of the Fighting Island project in 2026.

EPI Project Update since October 1, 2025

Gina shared a brief overview of some of the outreach events the DRCC participated in and is anticipating
in hosting in 2026. The film screening was hosted in February, and the DRCC team screened Ripples of
Plastic. The DRCC will participate in the Malden Park Earth Day event held April 26 2026. Other events
that will be held include a celebration of BUI #5 redesignation, the annual Detroit River Evening, Learn to
Fish the Detroit River event in July and Peche Island Day. These slides are also in Appendix IV.

Roundtable updates from partners, questions, and discussion

Paul shared that he would like to see more partners working together, sharing information and achieving
projects that address connecting corridors, connecting fragmented property, and partners working
together. Derek agreed and said that there are some groups who meet regularly with CEA, and Canada
South Land Trust is one of them. Remo shared on behalf of Wildlife Preservation Canada that with the
recent warm spell and late winter temperature inversion, their team has noticed snakes coming out from
hibernation. He shared a brief update on the team’s overwintering projects.

Wrap up and next meeting
Madison thanked everyone for attending and reminded the group to keep an eye out for event updates

that will be shared on our website, social media and our monthly newsletter.

Appendix I. Action Items from October 1 2025, Meeting:
There was no action items recorded from the DRCC EPI/PAC October 1, 2025, meeting.

Page 3 of 4



Appendix Il. Meeting Attendance
Tom Henderson
Elaine Price
Jason Fischer
Gina Pannunzio
Madison Dugdale
Derek Coronado
Remo Bosco
Mike Fisher

Paul DeMarco
Charlotte LeFrank
Ralph Benoit
Walter Petrichyn

Appendix Ill. Native Species Program Overview Presentation — Jason Fischer

Public Advisory Council

Public Advisory Council

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Detroit River Canadian Cleanup
Detroit River Canadian Cleanup
Citizens Environment Alliance
Wildlife Preservation Canada
Friends of Ojibway Prairie
Canada South Land Trust
Friends of Ojibway Prairie
Member of the public

Member of the public
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